
WEEK TWO                                                                                                                     
BIBLE STUDY 3  (pp. 30-ff) 

Theme:  What kind of church will they inherit?   Luke 15:11-32    

What does the son ask for?   What is his father’s reaction?    

What does “prodigal” mean?   What is the major fault of the younger son?    

Do you think it is wrong for children to want a different life from that of their 
parents?     Could it be the sin of the son was HOW he spent his inheritance, not so 
much that he asked for it? 

In many churches today, the children are not hanging around to inherit what their 
parents/grandparents have.  Many want something new.   It is important to think 
about what kind of inheritance we are leaving our children. 

Book Reflection 

Berea Friendship - are we a missional or an attractional church? (see vocab. below) 

Are we an “inherited church?” 

What will be our legacy to the next generation?  What type of faith would we like to 
pass on? 

Vocabulary 

Attractional church – Church sees itself as center toward which people and 
resources flow 

Missional church – Church sees itself as a gathering from which people and 
resources flow toward the world 

Inherited church – Orderly process by which one generation passes faith to next 
generations; concept usually associated with a particular congregation 

Final Thoughts 

Text suggests United Methodists may have neglected concept of “the world as our 
parish” and that we have neglected our outward witness.   Job of church is to “till 
the soil, prepare the heart, ready the mind. . . “ so we can see when God’s on the 
move. 

Strategic intent of FE:  reimagine church outside the walls of our buildings and 
beyond the hours of our scheduled services. 

FE “are not attractional. . . . and future may not be attractional” as many folks will 
never enter a church. 

 



WEEK TWO 

                                              BIBLE STUDY 4  (pp. 39-ff)                                                                                                                     

Theme:  The Mission Field That Surrounds Us    Acts 17:16-34       

What is Paul saying to the Athenians?   Many rejected what he had to say; what 
was his response then? 

Did all believe his message? 

It could be said Paul was speaking to the “closed dechurched.”  He was NOT getting 
through to them, so he changed his message. 

Book Reflection 

Consider some of the data in the chapter.   What data caught your attention? (No 
worry if you don’t have book, just check p 3 of this attachment for some 
examples.) 

Look at percentages on p. 34.  Who are the 60% the writers suggest “beyond the 
mission and vision of the church?  (see p. 3 of this attachment) 

Do you know folks who are “unchurched” or “dechurched”? 

Consider this point from pp. 37-8:   The younger the generation, the less 
participation in Christian community.  The next generations will include more 
nomads, prodigals, and exiles.   (see vocab. below) 

Increase in number of “dones”:  “We have failed to be an obedient church” & 
critique of church from within and without.  (p. 37) 

Increase in number of “nones”: points to need for something like FE with its focus 
on networks, or the way many connect with each other rather than through 
institutions.  (p. 37) 

Vocabulary 

Nomad – someone who travels from church to church 

Prodigal – Someone who has left the church 

Exile: Someone who feels left out or who has been hurt 

 

Final Thoughts:  Is it possible for BF to follow Paul and include in its ministry 
reaching out to the “closed dechurched”?  to the “open dechurched”? 

 

Closing Prayer 



Some Key Data from Chapter 2 
Research from Church of England identified these groups: 

 Regular attendees – 10% 
 Low regular attendees -10% 
 Unchurched – 40% 
 Open dechurched – 20% 
 Closed dechurched – 20%                                                                                                                   

Primary focus of evangelism is on “low regular attendees” and “open 
dechurched” (10% + 20%) thus leaving 60% beyond mission and vision of the 
church. 

 

Similar concerns in United States from 2016 Study 

 Mainline denominations & Catholics experiencing significant decline 
 Significant growth among dechurched and unchurched (“dones” & “nones”)  
 Third of population has different religious identity from one in which they 

were raised 
 Two thirds of immigrants are Christian  
 Anglos more likely to be unaffiliated than Hispanics and Blacks 
 Men more likely to be unaffiliated than women                                                                                                                                               

 

 

 


