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Brothers and Sisters In Christ, 
 
 Scripture tells us God is over all things and working all things together for good.  God is in control.  But, one of the most difficult 
conversations in the church is how to be part of God’s will.  We never seem to know exactly what we should do.  Missions come and go, 
given the needs that exist around a church.  If a church’s missions never change, it is out of touch with its community.  A new mission oppor-
tunity has come Berea Friendship’s way.  The opportunity came to us; we did not seek it out.  That is significant in my mind. God is working 
things together for good.  
 Epworth has asked to use Berea Friendship’s facilities as a center of operations in the upstate.  For years we have supported Ep-
worth children’s home in Columbia.  Epworth was originally established as a home for orphaned children.  Over the years it has changed and 
adapted with the times, and now must change again.  I do not know all the specifics, and will not try to explain in detail. The bottom line is 
that laws are changing, and churches will no longer house and provide care for children in years to come.   
 Epworth is transitioning into foster care. The name of Epworth’s new effort is Homebuilders.  The first objective is to work with 
families in crisis to keep them together.  Epworth staff will enter home situations providing life skills, education, and specialized support.  If 
family support fails, they move to providing foster care for the displaced children.  The Methodist Church is recruiting foster parents from 
congregations across the state.  At a Greenville District meeting in October, I was amazed by how many Methodist families were applying to 
become foster homes for children in need.  Obviously the ministry opportunities are huge as one considers family support, foster parent sup-
port, supporting needs of specific children, childcare, etc.  
 The Trustees recently voted to house Epworth’s Upstate Homebuilders Office within our church.  The spaces that have been re-
quested are upstairs - the old choir room and the room just to the right of our sound room.  To the left of the sound room is an unused space 
(not presently requested) with extensive damage to ceiling tiles.  In the summer this room is the temperature of our attic space, and in winter 
cold air pours in unrestricted.  The ceiling in this room must be repaired so it is possible to control the temperatures in the adjacent spaces 
requested.  The bathrooms upstairs could certainly be upgraded since staff and public will regularly be using those spaces.  The women’s 
room is tolerable, but would benefit from an upgrade.  The adjacent men’s room is something that no one in this congregation would allow as 
acceptable in their home.  How can it be acceptable in the church we love and support?  So church family, your pastor is asking for monetary 
donations to make these spaces as usable and attractive as possible for Epworth’s ministry, and our ministries to be determined in years to 
come.  These spaces mentioned have long been neglected and need considerable attention, so please give. 
 What will be happening on a weekly basis?  There will be a director upstairs 8am to 5pm, Monday through Friday.  Working out of 
the office will be 3 to 5 staff persons in the field, in homes.  There will be staff meetings to consider and evaluate cases.  Family members 
will be on site at times - always escorted in and out.  There may be training classes and activities held some evenings.  As we would presently 
operate under normal circumstances, there are no major complications.  We are fully in control of the relationship with 60 days notice.  Ep-
worth is desirous of at least a two year commitment. 
 I hope you are as excited as I am about this opportunity.  Berea is an amazing church, with amazing facilities to use.  Epworth’s 
Homebuilders is a ministry we can proudly participate in, and make a positive difference in the lives of others within our community and 
beyond.  Each of us has been created to decide for God and attach ourselves to His purposes of grace and salvation.  If ever we fail to be in 
ministry to others in His name, then we become just one of many social organizations.  I am very proud of Berea Friendship’s decision, the 
trustees planning and organizing the effort, and the many hands that showed up to help empty the spaces this past Monday.  On the church 
website check the events tab to see work times and tasks to be accomplished.  I will gladly answer questions by phone in these crazy Covid 
times.  Please, give as you can!  I thank you in advance! 
 In closing, I would like to discuss worship services going forward.  As the pandemic broke out we began recording services and 
posting them on the church website.  A message is always available to the congregation.  The last two weeks we have successfully live 
streamed the message on Face Book at 10:00am.  The message is immediately available - just go to the Berea Friendship United Methodist 
Face Book page. Those who are comfortable entering the sanctuary for service at 10:00 are welcome to do so.  Please social distance as much 
as possible, wear masks to protect all, and socialize after service outdoors.  As we move toward a new normal, we will all have to adapt.  I am 
anticipating that will involve multiple services in the future.  Much love Berea Friendship!  
 
                                                                                                                         
In Christ with  you, 
Pastor Davon               



Outreach Ministries 
 
Thank you for continuing to donate to North Greenville Crisis Ministries. You can place food items in the blue tub located at 
the social hall door. We check the containers regularly for donations. 
 
The outreach Ministries committee will meet on Saturday, February 13th  via zoom at 10:00 a.m. 
Meeting ID: 
727 5098 2149 
Passcode: 
2N9cQf 
An invite to the meeting will be sent to participants a couple of days before the meeting. 
 
Administrative Council 
 
The Administrative Council will meet via zoom on Monday, February 15th at 7:00 p.m. All council members are encouraged to 
join if at all possible. 
Meeting ID: 
727 5098 2149 
Passcode: 
2N9cQf 
An invite to the meeting will be sent to participants a couple of days before the meeting. 

Note from Pat Teat, Financial Secretary 
Pat would like everyone to know if you would like enve-
lopes for your tithes for 2021.  Please let her know and 
she will be glad to get you a set. 

Check It Out 
If you didn't get to read the article in the Greenville News on Sunday, 
January 24, 2021 about The Philpot Law Firm you missed a very good 
article!! 
We have posted it on the church bulletin board so you all can see it. It 
talks about the Three Generations of Philpot Attorneys.  Please take a 
moment to read this you will enjoy it. Congratulations to Rev. Matt Greer on receiving an 

award for Piedmont Citizen of the Year from the Pied-
mont Lions Club. 
Matt grew up in Berea Friendship and is the son of our 
members Rick and Diane Greer and the grandson of our 
late Troy and Myra Clements. 

Lay Leadership Meeting. 
The Lay Leadership team will meet on Monday, February 8, 2021 at 
6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary. 

 
 

When your trouble is too much to bear, saying any of these great prayers will take 
you down the path to resolution. These are a great source of inspiration to encour-
age you to have your own personal conversation with the Lord today. 

Prayer for Help 
O Lord, my God you are my refuge and my strength. You are my ever-present help in 
times of trouble. When it seems like my world is crumbling around me and I am thrown 
around by the storms of my life, take away my fear. When I am weak, you are my 
strength. When I am vulnerable, you are my refuge. When I cry for help, you will answer. 
Remind me Lord that you are always with me, you will never leave or forsake me. Through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Name above All Names Prayer 
Lord Jesus Christ, you are the name above every other name. Your name is like a fortified 
tower in which I can find safety and security. When I am troubled, I can find peace in your 
name. When I feel weak, I can find strength in your name. When I feel overwhelmed, I can 
find rest in your name. When I feel surrounded by pressures on every side, I can find sta-
bility in your name. Your name is beautiful, Lord, help me to rely on you. Through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

God’s Mighty Hand Prayer 
Creator God, your hand threw the stars into space and the same hand reaches down to 
me with a gentle touch. I don’t have the strength to deal with the situation I am facing, 
please uphold me with your righteous right hand. I don’t know what to do, please help me. 
You say that I do not need to be afraid or dismayed because you are my God and you are 
with me. Help me to know your presence in the midst of my circumstances and draw 
strength from you. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 



February Birthdays 
01  Jack Wingate                            
05 Terry Bikas 
05 Jeffrey Fann 
06 Jane Walker 
07 James Ferrer 
 Kenneth Tucker 
11 Justin Bayne 
12 Junior Neal 
14 Collin Disher 
19 Matthew Painter 
22 Joan Kotrady 
24 Judy Armstrong 
26 Jessica Martin 
27 Andy Gray 
28 Natalie Brown 
 Alyssa Dosser Smith 
 Summer Rawson 

Dawn Stewart, Bob & Donna  
      Helms in the death of Shain 
Stone family in the death of Alex’s 
    Father Buddy Stone 
Blanche Creswell 
Richard Jardin 
Beverly Jardin 
Molene McDuffie Family in the                         
 death of Molene 
Philpot Family 
Hester Family 
Mann Family 
Clements Family —Greer Family 
Durham Family in the loss of  
    Barbara’s sister 
Laura Childs 
Patty Bowers doing much better 
Wilson Creswell healing from  
     injuries 
Nancy McCants 
John Disher 
Robert Moler, Linda Crouch’s  
    brother 
Janet Stone and Alex Stone 
Mildred Pollard 
Allen Zorn 
Millie Dunn 
Shirley Dickson 
Jane-Hunt Grady 
Kathleen Griffin 
 
 

PLEASE HELP UPDATE THE 
PRAYER LIST 
We are only listing those who we 
know are in nursing/Assisted living 
homes, the home-bound, those who 
are hospitalized at present, and those 
who are at present under going medi-
cal procedures such as chemo, etc.  
We do not want to leave anyone out 
so if you want your name or loved 
ones name listed, please notify the 
church office.  We will up-date this 
list every 30 days—please help us 
with this important endeavor. 

 

    
February Anniversaries 

 
03   Barbara & Jim Durham 
13   Janie & Carol Riley 
12   Shanna & Wilson Creswell 
17   Carol & Stanley Dunn 

Sympathy 
The Pastor and congregation express their deepest sympathy to the family of 
Molene McDuffie who passed away on Thursday, January 7, 2021. A 
Graveside service was held on Tuesday, January 12, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. at the 
Graceland West Cemetery. Molene was 99 years old and the oldest living mem-
ber of Berea Friendship UMC she was the widow of James Gartrell McDuffie 
and was born in Franklin County, Georgia to the late Tilford D. and Flora Addi-
son Smith. Molene is survived by two daughters, Barbara Thackston (the late 
Billy Thackston) and Elaine Campbell (Dean)  both of Greenville.  She had 2 
grandsons and 7 great grandchildren and 3 great-great grandchildren. Memorials 
to Berea Friendship UMC. 
 

Sympathy 
The Pastor and congregation express their deepest sympathy to David (Debbie) 
Penland and Kenneth (Janice) Penland upon the death of their mother Mary 
Louise Smart Penland.  Mary passed away at River  Falls Rehabilitation & 
Health Care Center on Sunday, January 17, 2021. Mary was also preceded in 
death by her husband, Norman Penland.   
A private, family only, memorial service was held on Friday, January 22, 2021 
at Berea Friendship UMC at 11:00 a.m. 

Thank You 
On behalf of Donnie, Kathy, Deana and 
myself I want to thank you for the recent 
donation in memory of Fredda Powell.  
Also, thanks to Ms. Pat Teat for bringing 
this to our attention and sending a thank 
you note to Friendship Circle. 
Sincerely, Martha Lou Powell 

Sympathy 
The Pastor and congregation express their deepest sympathy to Pat and Bill Teat 
upon the death of Bill’s brother-in-law Alvin Wayne Nations of Liber ty who 
passed away on Wednesday, January 13, 2021 at the Pruitt Health & Rehab. He 
leaves behind his wife of 51 years Shelby Nations. The funeral was held on Fri-
day, January 15, 2021. 
 

Thank You to the Methodist Women 
and Quilters 
Thank you so much for your generous 
donation in support of North Greenville 
Crisis Ministry.  Your gift will enable us 
to provide much needed food for families 
and individuals in Northern Greenville 
County who find themselves in a crisis 
situation. 
On behalf of North Greenville Ministry, 
please accept our sincere gratitude for 
your support and faith in our work with 
those who need us most.  We and those 
we serve appreciate your generosity. 
Sincerely, Joanne Turner 
Co-Director, North Greenville Crisis  
Ministry 

Thank You. 
Dear Church Family, 
Thank you so much for the prayers, 
Cards, calls, and meals.  I felt your pray-
ers when I was in the hospital and I need-
ed them so much.  I’m hoping Pam and I 
will be  back in church soon.  May you all 
have a blessed and healthy 2021. 
Love, Patty Bowers 

Sympathy 
The Pastor and congregation express their deepest sympathy to Dawn Helms Stew-
art upon the death of her  husband Shain Martin Stewart who passed away on 
Saturday, January 23, 2021.  Our sympathy is extended to Donna and Bob Helms 
(mother and father in law); and Shain’s loving mother; and his daughter Wendy 
Ledbetter (fiancé Mark) and his grandchildren, Joseph Emanuele and Shelby 
Emanuele. Shain had 2 sisters, Sharon Bilgischer (Jim), Silvia Chamlee (Doug), 
and one brother, Steve Stewart; and his faithful dog companion T; and multiple 
nieces and nephews. 
The visitation was held on Sunday, January 31, 2021 from 2:00 p.m. until 2:30 p.m. 
at Berea Friendship United Methodist Church with the Celebration of Life Service 
following at 2:30 in the church sanctuary.  Memorials may be made to Berea 
Friendship UMC at 8001 White Horse Rd., Greenville, SC 29617  or to Greenville 
County Animal Care at 328 Furman Hall Rd., Greenville SC 29609 

 



United Methodist Women 
Newsle er ar cle 

February  2021 
Due to Covid, our circles are currently not mee ng. 
 

PRAYER FOCUS 
 
Our prayer focus for February is on the Atlan c Street Center in Sea le, Washington. 
It was founded in 1910 by two United Methodist Deaconesses to help and meet the basic needs of immigrant fami-
lies with young children.  Their belief was "Nothing is more important than what you do for a child." 
Over their 110 years of serving the Sea le area, their many programs have included mental health counseling for 
people dealing with crime, substance abuse, and domes c violence, paren ng classes, youth development, family 
support, homework assistance, a er school care and tutoring, and ci zenship, ESL, and GED classes. 
Today they serve more than 2,500 individuals.  They are primarily centered on low income families. 
Their mission statement reads "Our goal is to help families and communi es raise healthy and successful children 
and youth." 
Someone recently helped by the center le  them this anonymous message - "Hope has an address and it is Atlan c 
Street Center." 
 
Birthday cards will be sent to missionaries Mary Escobar in Texas and Carol Bruder in South Carolina. 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

God Provides 
New Home Missioner David Kennedy adapts his lay servant ministry during a global health crisis. 
by Laurel O’Connor Akin 
 
Home Missioner David Kennedy is one of 32 new deaconesses and home missioners welcomed to the Order of Dea-
coness and Home Missioner with a special virtual service in May 2020. The name of his ministry is Gerard House, 
named after his friend Gerard, who died in 2013 after living on the streets for over 10 years. 
“The spaces I’m residing now are at Lord’s Mountain Orphanage in the Zambia (virtually) and Capitol Hill United 
Methodist Church in Washington, D.C., with our unhoused neighbors and those on the margins of economic power,” 
Kennedy said. 
He and his wife, Barbara, had planned to take a mission trip to the orphanage, a United Methodist General Board of 
Global Ministries project in the Zambezi District of Zambia, but due to the pandemic the trip was canceled. 
“The mission trip will have to wait until next summer 2021, God willing,” he said. “A big initiative at the orphanage 
is to build a technology center in 2021 to serve both the orphanage and the broader community.” 
Capitol Hill United Methodist hosts virtual services and provides “grab- and-go” food several times a week. 
“So while our physical building is not open, the lights are still on, the church is still being the church, and I am 
blessed to see my friends and greet one another with virtual elbow bumps,” Kennedy said. “I shouldn’t be sur-
prised—but of course, God has opened new doors to love, service and justice. And in some ways, God has provided 
me an even bolder voice to speak up and shout that love, service, and justice have never been more important.” 
Kennedy said he finds hope in the words “God provides,” which Pastor Bernard Lumene, founder of Lord’s Moun-
tain Orphanage, says frequently. 
“I see it now. I still have angst that the most vulnerable are suffering the most during the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
those of us with certain privileges and power are more protected. I believe we have to name that and own it, and 
from there, we have to be wide open to listen to God and to act, as God requires.” 
What does becoming a home missioner at this time mean to Kennedy? 
He said, “Katelin Hansen, in her ‘commencement speech’ on May 4, challenged us to boldly name our order and 
calling. I agree. This is the perfect time to join this Order of Deaconess and Home Missioner. It’s also the perfect 
time to boldly name our calling of love, service and justice.” 
Hansen is a newly welcomed deaconess as well who serves as the director of operations at Church and Community 
Development for All People, a United Methodist Women-supported national mission institution. 
No matter how or where they serve, deaconesses and home missioners continue to fulfill their calls to ministries of 
love, justice, and service, as defined in ¶1913.1 of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church: “To 
make Jesus Christ known in the fullness of his ministry and mission, which mandate that his followers alleviate suf-
fering; eradicate causes of injustice and all that robs life of dignity and worth; facilitate the development of full hu-
man potential; and share in building global community through the church universal.” 
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Worship 10:00 
Live streamed 
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Lay 
Leadership 
Meeting  
6:30 p.m. in the 
church  
sanctuary 
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Out Reach  
Committee 
Saturday Febru-
ary 13th  via 
zoom at 10:00 
a.m. 

14 
 
Worship 10:00 
Live streamed 
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Monday,  
February 15th at 
7:00 p.m.  
Administrative 
Council meets 
zoom 
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Worship 10:00 
Live streamed 
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28 
Worship 10:00 
Live streamed 
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