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Brothers and Sisters In Christ, 

 Moses was an interesting personality.  He was a Hebrew, one of God’s chosen people.  By the grace of God he grew up in the palaces of Egypt as royal-
ty.  God’s grace placed Moses where he was intended to be for God’s purposes and glory.  Each of us has been placed into this world for God, just as Moses was.  The 
Egyptian prince had a deep concern for God’s people that he couldn’t explain.  In his own passion Moses killed a man, and then exiled himself to the Midian de-
sert.  Not understanding their true purpose, men often place themselves in dry arid places where they survive with nothing to spare. 

 In the desert Moses encounters God, and begins an amazing faith journey.  Scripture tells us Moses was the most humble man to walk the face of the 
Earth.  At one hundred and twenty years of age his strength and eyes were not abated.  Moses walked the mountain tops with God, and then God took Moses to be 
with him and buried his body.   It is an amazing faith story in which God uses Moses to deliver Israel from bondage.  Moses was an integral part of God’s plan to save 
Israel. 

  God is still in the salvation business today  -  nothing has changed.   That’s the reason we are still here!  We are being saved for God’s purposes and for 
His glory.  Moses was honest with himself. He realized and admitted he had no power or authority.   Moses asked God who shall I say sent me?  “God said to Moses, 
I AM WHO I AM.”  Tell God’s people, “I AM has sent me to you.”  We know Moses was far from comfortable with God’s explanation.  Are you comfortable with the 
fact that God has sent you to His people, to all mankind?  God intends life to be more abundant each day!   Yet men and women are quick to choose the desert of 
daily survival, the grind of holding on makes sense. 

God is the only One who can rightly say, “I AM WHO I AM”.  God is the standard of this world, of all creation.  First and foremost God is love!   God is 
grace and truth, the light, the way, the life, the gate, bread of life, good shepherd, resurrection, author and finisher of faith, on and on.  I AM WHO I AM!  God is to 
be our standard in all we do Berea Friendship.  God loves us too much to leave us in the grind of our own choosing.    

Consider statements we often hear in the church.  There are statements we hear, smile, and inwardly approve of.   I am who I am!  That’s just who I 
am!  What you see is what you get!  Take it or leave it.  It was good enough for my daddy; it’s good enough for me!  I don’t care what anybody thinks!  You just do 
what seems best for you!  I’m gonna do what seems right for me!  Where is God in such statements?   Such statements are full of pride, absolutely contrary to our 
true purpose.  We exist to glorify God.  It is not about us! It is not about all our feelings and emotions, our human changeableness, the grind, or any other righteous-
ness of our own choosing.  We are not supposed to be about who we are.  We are to be about who He is; we are to be like Christ!   We are to be about God - the 
standard of the world that never changes.  In humility we choose him!  In pride we can’t stand before Him.  

So what does Berea Friendship need today?  There is only one who exceeds anything we can imagine on our own.  There is only One that loves us too 
much to leave us in the desert grinding away. 

 Do we need love?  God says I AM! 

 Do we need joy?  God says I AM! 

 Do we need peace?  God says I AM! 

 Do we need patience?  God says I AM! 

 Do we need kindness?  God says I AM! 

 Do we need generosity?  God says I AM! 

 Do we need faithfulness?  God says I AM! 

 Do we need gentleness?  God says I AM! 

 Do we need self-control?  God says I AM! 

 Do we need _________?  God says I AM! 

Whatever we need, God is always the best life giving answer. We must choose Him humbly.   Every time one of us sees need in the world and chooses 
Christ we become stronger, wiser, brighter, more compassionate, and eternally richer.   Berea Friendship, I thank you for every time you have chosen God in Christ 
Jesus.  You inspire me! 

 

                                                                        In Christ With You, 

                                                                                                                  Pastor Davon 

                                                                                                              



Mary Bowers 

Milton Mullinax 

Tony Durham, copperhead snake 
bite 

Caz McCaslin 

Laura  Childs had her heart cath 
procedure done on Monday, June 
21st, and the hole in her heart is 
repaired. 

Barry Childs 

Embler family 

Beverly Threatt 

Brenda Johnson’s niece, Debbie 
Hawkins as she takes Chemo  

Blanche Creswell                                                                               

Patty Bowers  

Nancy McCants 

Robert Moler, Linda Crouch’s 
brother 

Janet Stone and Alex Stone 

Mildred Pollard 

Allen Zorn 

Millie Dunn 

Shirley Dickson 

Jane-Hunt Grady 

Kathleen Griffin 

 

 

Prayer List 
PLEASE HELP UPDATE THE 

PRAYER LIST 

We are only listing those who we 

know are in nursing/Assisted liv-

ing homes, the home-bound, those 

who are hospitalized at present, 

and those who are at present under 

going medical procedures such as 

chemo, etc.  We do not want to 

leave anyone out so if you want 

your name or loved ones name 

listed, please notify the church of-

fice.  We will up-date this list eve-

ry 30 days—please help us with 

this important endeavor. 

August Anniversaries 

06 Laura & Mike Brown 

12 Nancy & Junior Neal 

27 Becky & Henry Philpot 

August Birthdays 

01 Maribeth Willard 

02 Sarah Reinhardt Gonzalez 

04 Donna Helms 

07 Masen Willard 

15 Ronnie Hunter 

15 Claire Philpot 

16 Shanna Creswell 

18 Corky Holman 

19 Tom Smith 

20 Jim Rawson 

22 Michelle Artificio Johnson 

26 Matthew Willard 

27 Alex Philpot 

30 Ryan Farley Mann 

30 Matthew Anthony Earnest 

                   THANK YOU NOTES 
     1.  Berea Friendship UMC I wanted to thank you all for the beautiful retirement luncheon you gave me on Sunday, July 11, 

2021. I so appreciated all the hard work that went into making and serving the delicious meal. Thank you to the congregation and 

Pastor Parish Committee for the monetary gift and  all the cards you gave me, my eyes couldn’t hold the tears back!!! I had so much 

I wanted to say to you all, but I couldn’t hold back the tears long enough. I love you all dearly and will always be greatful for serv-

ing you at Berea Friendship, you are family and are all so dear to me. Thank you for the many  gifts of kindness also, the gift certifi-

cates, money, jewelry, billfold, books, coffee cup, money and for taking me out to eat to celebrate my retirement. I also wanted to 

thank the quilters for the beautiful table runner and apron you gave me, I will treasure them. Thank you Pastor Davon for your kind 

words and all those fresh vegetables, you are a very loving, caring Pastor.   Sincerely, Debbie Capps 

————————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

     2.  We would like to say a big thank you for the many calls, cards, and most importantly, the many prayers said for us during our 

recent health issues.  We are both on the road to recovery and the love and support of our Berea Friendship family means the world 

to us.   Sincerely,  Barry and Laura Childs 

————————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

     3.  VBS was great last week.  A huge THANK YOU to  the VBS team, to those who taught  the children, who led the crafts, 
games, music,, and served snacks.  Thanks to  those that gave technical assistance and helped register the children, to those who 

photographed the activities .  Thanks to the Men’s Club for the Friday night supper & the UMW who helped supply the 

food.  Thank you to the congregation for your generous support of this event.  This church was filled with over 30 children during 

this week long event and a dozen or more workers nightly helping.  Without us all working together as a TEAM this event could not 

have happened., again THANK YOU Berea Friendship.  

 

 

 

The Quilters will be offering a "Jamming 

with the Quilters" event on August 14 at 

10:30. If you have been wanting to know 

how to make jam, come and join us. The 

fee is $5.00, and you will leave with 

knowledge and a fresh made jar of black-

berry jam! For information, please con-

tact Margaret Rawson at 787-7403 or 

Patty Bowers at 864-982-0488. 

       Want to learn how to make  

             blackberry jam? 

Administrative Assistant Needed 

The church is looking to hire a part-

time Administrative Assistant.  The 

working hours will be Monday-

Thursday 9 a.m.—1 p.m.  Church 

members and non church members 

can apply.  A  resume can be 

dropped off at the church or emailed 

to Larry McCants, Chair man of the 

PPRC, at the following email:     

larrysmccants@gmail.com. The 

deadline for resume submission is 

Monday, August 23, 2021. 



 

The Shalom Circle will meet on August 28th at Mama Maria’s at 11:30 a.m.  

The Administrative Council will meet on August 10th at 6:30 p.m. to continue the work of Forward Focus  and planning the 

homecoming for October. 24th. 

The church has agreed to host the Dribble for Destiny basketball games on August 7th, if they need to use our building.  If it 

is used, the games will run from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m.  The UMW will run the concession stand for the event, help is needed 

with parking, hosting/greeters, etc.  If you can help, please let Dena Nalley, Trustee chair know  or let Anne-Marie Wallace, 

UMW President know.  

The Outreach Committee and the family ministries committee will have a combined meeting on August 16th  6:30 p.m. at 

the church.    Members of the committees are:  Vickie Failor, Dawn Stewart, Anne-Marie Wallace, Debbie Capps, Dena Nal-

ley, Carolyn Earnest, and Diane Greer.  If anyone else would like to help on these committee’s please let Vickie Failor (chair 

of outreach) and Dawn Stewart (chair of family ministries) know.  

The sanctuary is open every Wednesday from 10 am—Noon for prayer.   If  you can help with opening the church during this 

time, please let Pastor Davon know. 

If you would like to put an article in the monthly newsletter or the weekly bulletin please send it to the following e-
mail:  info@bereafriendshipumc.org or contact Vickie Failor at 354-8842. 

*********************************************************************************************************** 

The CDC is looking for child care workers.  The  applicant must have child care experience.  If you are interested 
please contact Shannon Finley at 294-7969 or by e-mail bereafriendshipcdc@aol.com 
  

*********************************************************************************************************** 
Please continue to bring items for the North Greenville Crisis Ministries.  You can place the items in the 
shopping cart located at the front of the sanctuary.  
*********************************************************************************** 
If you would like to make donations to the teacher supply room, which will help the teachers and stu-
dents of Berea Elementary, you can place the supplies in the blue tub at the back of the sanctuary or you 
can make a monetary contribution to the church, marked teacher supply, and we will use that to pur-
chase items in bulk.  Thank you for supporting this ministry. 
*********************************************************************************** 
Mark your calendar for November 6th.  The church will be hosting the annual quilters bazaar in combi-

nation with a vendor show and car show.  More details to come later. 

Meetings and Upcoming Events 

The quilters are meeting on Tuesday at 11:30 and Thursday at 6:30.  the Tuesday group is working on quilting and the 

Thursday group is working on crafts.  You are welcome to join them.  If you have questions, please contact Janie Riley, 

Ellen Holman,  Jan Smith, or any of the other quilters.  

Our prayer focus for August is on the Southside Community Center in San Marcos, Texas.  They are a non-profit agency and 
proud to be affiliated with the United Methodist Church.  Their commitment is to improve the living conditions and personal 
dignity of those in need. 

Their many provided programs include transitional shelter and food, emergency assistance, housing for low income and el-
derly, and neighborhood housing improvement through a summer work camp. 

The centers upcoming events include a school supply drive during July and August for ages kindergarten through 12th 
grade.  They are accepting donations for back packs and gently used clothing and shoes.  During the month of October they 
will hold a coat and blanket drive to ensure residents are kept warm throughout the winter. 

Their mission statement reads:  Our goal is to meet the needs of the individuals and families by helping to find proper re-
sources for medical, care, food, and shelter. 

Birthday cards will be sent to missionaries Sandi Hortman in Georgia and Marcia Florkey in Ohio. 

Shalom Circle will meet Saturday, August 28th at 11:30am at Mama Maria’s. 

The UMW will continue hosting the concession stand for the Dribble for Destiny basketball games starting August 7th . We 
are asking for volunteers to help us with that.  It is a long over 13 hour day that we would love to split into shifts. If you are 
interested in helping please let Anne-Marie Wallace know as soon as possible so we can start trying to see if we can create 
shifts. 

Thank you. 

Anne-Marie Wallace 

UMW President 

       Methodist Women 

mailto:info@bereafriendshipumc.org
mailto:bereafriendshipcdc@aol.com
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Lifelong Support 

The Bethlehem Centers of Nashville, Tennessee,  help people “from 
womb to tomb.”by Joey Butler 

When Steve Fleming, chief executive officer of Bethlehem Centers of Nashville, began coming to the center for 
immunizations at the age of 4, it was the beginning of a lifelong relationship. 

Fleming’s mother sent him first to the center’s child care, then its afterschool programs, then he began volunteer-
ing. His first paid opportunity came at age 14. 

“The Lord aligned my stars perfectly,” he said. “I knew this would be something I wanted to do for a living.” 

Other than his time at college—for which Bethlehem Centers secured him a full scholarship—he’s never really left. 
After a year as interim director, he became the permanent director in 2014. 

Fleming’s experience is not unique. It’s part of what he calls the center’s “womb-to-tomb” mission. 

The long list of programs the centers offer include child care, afterschool and teaching programs for kindergarten 
through 10th grade; summer vocational programs; recreation and life skills development; and an array of activities 
for seniors, community outreach projects and Meals on Wheels deliveries. 

“We serve some complete family units,” Fleming said. “Grandma comes to senior services, Mom may utilize family 
resources and their kids may get child care or summer work programs for teens.” 

Making a difference 

The North Nashville neighborhood Bethlehem Centers serve has among the highest levels of both poverty and 
incarceration in the United States. 

A report generated by a municipal committee considering ways to help cited the need for community resource cen-
ters and youth development among its top priorities. 

Programs such as Bethlehem Centers’ Vocational Success Institute aim to reach young teens at an age where 
they may be susceptible to making choices that could derail their future. 

Malachi Carey, 16, joined the program at 14, working in the kitchen for Meals on Wheels, serving as a front desk 
greeter and helping with children. This summer he’s working in the campus community garden. 

“This place helped me a lot. I used to do bad stuff, used to steal. They helped me grow, got me working to earn my 
own money so I didn’t need to steal,” he said. 

Carey pointed to the troubling elements in his neighborhood, like gangs and shootings. 

“This place is a different environment; it pulls you away from all that and teaches you to overcome it,” he said. 

“I came from that neighborhood, so I know,” Fleming said. “I saw Malachi’s journey, and I’m super proud of where 
he is. He has so much potential.” 

Carey said that in the future, he’d like to work with kids and “help them like Mr. Steve helped me.” 

Janet Reyes is another Bethlehem Centers “alumna,” who began participating in children’s programs when she 
was 5. Now she’s a staff youth specialist who helps tutor the kids. 

“I’ve been in their shoes, and I love to motivate them, see the smiles on their faces every morning and be an im-
pact on their lives,” she said. 

Cat Beach also comes to Bethlehem Centers with a smile on her face every morning. She prepares food for the 
Meals on Wheels program, which serves up to 216 meals five days a week. 

Beach was previously a restaurant chef and ran a catering business, but two knee surgeries made it difficult to 
keep up with the physical demands and long hours. She began as a volunteer at the centers two years ago and is 
now on staff. 

“They enable me to do what I love to do, and this makes a difference in my life as well,” she said. “It’s a blessing to 
give back to the community and seniors.” 

Beach’s mother relied on meal delivery during an illness, so she has a personal connection to Meals on Wheels. 
She said that she worried about how seniors were being fed once the coronavirus pandemic began. 

“This might be their only hot meal of the day, so we try to make sure they can count on a nutritious meal,” she said. 

Another thing the Meals on Wheels recipients can count on every day is a visit from Roy Reed, who has been a 
delivery driver for Bethlehem Centers since 1996. 

Not content to just drop off the meals, Reed stays and talks, takes out trash, may pick up groceries or take mail to 
the post office. 

“Roy is the man!” said senior programs director Yolanda Thompson. “A lot of the seniors don’t have family, and we 
can be a friendly face they see every day. When he’s not there, they miss him.” 

 

Continued on back page 



 

 

Over the years, he’s built close relationships with those he serves. Longtime recipient Veronica Lillard has a bottled 
water waiting for Reed every day. 

“That’s my buddy right there,” he said. 

At one house, he learned that a woman’s husband had just passed away. He sat in the car and wiped away tears be-
fore heading to his next stop. 

“I’ve known him 22 years, seen him every day. It’s just a shock,” he said. 

When he was in the 10th grade, Reed was part of the center’s Say Yes to Success program, which guides middle-
school students in making positive life choices and developing goals for promising futures. 

“The program kept my head on straight,” he said. “I grew up in a single-parent home without a father, and Mr. Steve is 
like a father to me. No Steve, no me.” 

Womb to tomb 

Perhaps no one better exhibits the “womb-to-tomb” mission than Yvonne Franklin. In fact, if not for Bethlehem Cen-
ters, she might not even have been born: Her parents met there as children. 

She also met her husband when he was serving as a counselor at a camp where Bethlehem Centers held summer 
programs. 

Franklin, 69, retired in 2013 and served as a caregiver for her sister. After her sister’s passing, Franklin said she was 
“just sitting at home all day depressed” until someone recommended Bethlehem Centers’ Silver and Gold Senior Club. 

“It’s been a blessing. Bethlehem Centers was the only thing around here when I was growing up, so I found I already 
knew half the people here anyway,” she said. 

Seniors enjoy a variety of activities, from art projects and field trips to fitness programs and volunteer opportunities. 
Volunteers also come to help advise participants with issues like legal aid or navigating their tech devices. 

Franklin said her favorites are the monthly Bible study and going to the movies, which she hopes to resume soon. 

The senior club met three times per week until COVID-19 risks forced a pause. It was the only program that had to 
stop during the height of the pandemic, though virtual casework and ensuring they had basic necessities continued. 

“For all our programs, we maintained normalcy the best we could. We didn’t close our doors,” Fleming said. 

The United Methodist Women legacy 

Bethlehem Centers are celebrating its 127th year, growing out of a partnership between two women, Sallie Hill Sawyer 
and Estelle Haskins, who sought to impact the lives of others and provide essential services for the working poor. 

A national mission institution supported by United Methodist Women, it is one of approximately 90 funded by the agen-
cy. Located throughout the United States, they are ministries with the poor, communities, families and all age groups. 

“We have a biblical mandate to serve our neighbor and take care of the least of these,” said Nita Wright, president of 
the Tennessee Conference United Methodist Women. “It’s not a suggestion or even a request. It’s the United Method-
ist Women legacy.” 

Wright, who also serves on the Bethlehem Centers board, said the highlight of her year is the annual Thanksgiving 
dinner that United Methodist Women hosts there. In years past, over 300 people were served. Unfortunately, the 2020 
dinner had to be canceled due to COVID-19, but Wright hopes they’ll be able to do it again this year. 

“It’s a family reunion every year. We serve, but we’re the ones who receive the blessing,” she said. 

Shelley Handy, a United Methodist Women member of McKendree United Methodist Church in Nashville, said she 
came to Bethlehem Centers as a kid and has a bond with the place that keeps bringing her back. 

“It takes everyone to raise a child, and it’s so fulfilling to help someone else,” she said, describing the outreach as 
“what Jesus intended us to do.” 

“The staff is exceptional—you can see the love they have for this institution and for all those who come here,” Wright 
said. “It’s special that they have had such a positive experience that they want to come back and pay it forward for oth-
ers.”Global Ministries 

Joey Butler is a multimedia editor and producer for United Methodist News in Nashville, Tennessee. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Sunday School 
9:00 a.m. 
 
Worship inside 
10:00 a.m. 
Worship  live 
streamed at 
10:00 a.m. 
 
 

2 3 
Quilters 
11:30 a.m. 
 

 

4 
Sanctuary 
Open from 10 
a.m. –12 noon 
for prayer 

5 
Quilters 
6:30 p.m. 

 

6 7 
Dribble for  
Destiny basket-
ball games on 
August 7th  
8:00 am—8:00 
pm 

 

8 
Sunday School 
9:00 a.m. 
Worship inside 
10:00 a.m. 
Worship  live 
streamed at 
10:00 a.m. 

 
 

9 
 
 

 10 
Quilters 
11:30 a.m. 
 
 
Administrative Coun-
cil 6:30 p.m. to con-
tinue the work of For-
ward Focus  and 
planning the home 
coming for October.  
 

11 
Sanctuary 
Open from 10 
a.m. –12 noon 
for prayer 

 
 

12 
Quilters 
6:30 p.m. 

 
4:30 p.m.  Din-
ner for Thrive 
Upstate 
 
 

13 14 
Men’s Club and 
Trustees meet for  
a work day 
at 8:00 a.m. 
 
Quilters meeting to 
make blackberry 
jam at 10:30 
Come learn to 
make it with us 

15 
Sunday School 
9:00 a.m. 
Worship inside 
10:00 a.m. 
Worship  live 
streamed at 
10:00 a.m. 
 
 

 
 

16 
Outreach commit-
tee and Family 
ministries commit-
tee will have a 
combined meeting 
at 6:30 p.m. at the 
church  

17 
Quilters 11:30 a.m. 
 
 
 

18 
Sanctuary 
Open from 10 
a.m. –12 noon 
for prayer 

 
 
 

19 
 
Quilters 
6:30 p.m. 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
Sunday School 
9:00 a.m. 
Worship inside 
10:00 a.m. 
 
Worship 10:00 
Live streamed 

 
 
 

23 24 
 
Quilters 
11:30 a.m. 

 
 
 

25 
Sanctuary 
Open from 10 
a.m. –12 noon 
for prayer 

 
 

26 
 
Quilters 
6:30 p.m. 

 
 

27 28 
Shalom Circle 
will meet on 
August 28th at 
Mama 
Maria’s at 
11:30 a.m.  
                               
                

 

29 
Sunday School  
9:00 a.m. 
Worship inside 
10:00 a.m. 
Worship 10:00 

Live streamed 
 
 
 

30 

 
 
 
 

31 
Quilters 
11:30 a.m. 
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